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ELECTION NEWSLETTER
The CCEA Elections Committee is conducting elections for the
Clark County Education Association for the following offices:
CCEA Officers – Secretary and Treasurer; CCEA Executive
Board Zones 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, and 5A; NSEA Board of Directors
Seats B, D and F; the CCEA TIP Coordinating Council;
Delegates to the NSEA Delegate Assembly; and CCEA & NSEA
Delegates to the NEA Representative Assembly.

In accordance with the 2017 CCEA Standing Elections
Procedures, the candidates who filed a nomination form for
designated offices -  CCEA Officers – Secretary and Treasurer;
CCEA Executive Board Zones 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, and 5A; NSEA
Board of Directors Seats B, D and F; the CCEA TIP
Coordinating Council – shall be provided an opportunity to
submit a typed candidate statement and photograph for
inclusion in this newsletter.  The Elections Committee, as
stated in the procedures, is publishing the photographs and
candidate statements, up to 150 words.  All words exceeding
the 150-word limit were deleted.

In addition, an alphabetical listing of the members seeking
your support for NSEA Delegate Assembly and NEA
Representative Assembly has been included (pages 7 & 8).

2017 Elections Calendar:

Jan. 19: Elections newsletter is mailed and posted on
the CCEA website.
Jan. 19: Committee logs and delivers ballots to the U.S.
Post office for BULK MAIL processing to members’ latest
address on record.
Feb. 24: BALLOTS ARE DUE BY 4:00 P.M. AT THE
CLEARINGHOUSE – Daniel McArthur , Ltd., 501 S. Rancho
Drive #E-30, Las Vegas, NV  89106
Feb. 24: Committee members pick up ballots from
clearinghouse.
Feb. 25: Committee will conduct a ballot count at the
CCEA office. 
Feb. 28: Committee presents results to the AR Council for
ratification and, if one is needed, announces a run-off
election calendar.
Mar. 1: Election results are posted at the CCEA Office and
on the website @ www.ccea-nv.org

Be on the 

for your bright 
pink ballot envelope
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CCEA Executive Board

Zone 1A (2-year term)

James 
Frazee

In the three
years that I
have had the
pleasure of
representing
Zone 1, I’ve
reached out to
you as I have

visited schools or
corresponded through emails
and heard your concerns. 

-I led the charge to stop the
district from implementing a
two tier pay scale. Now all
teachers in our Zone as well
as the district can reach a
top salary of $90,000. 

-I pushed for the inclusion
of MOOKS in the PGP so
teachers could take classes
without going in debt
thousands of dollars for
career advancement.

We have many challenges
ahead. If you give me the
opportunity I will continue
to lead on: 

-Implementing 394 effetely
while insuring teacher
protection,

-Stopping the achievement
school zone from turning
public schools into private
charters

-Eliminating the 40% test
school on teacher
evaluations 

In facing these, as well as
the many other challenges, 
I humbly ask for your
support.

CCEA Executive Board

Zone 1A (2-year term)

Dr. Michael
StaJuana

(from West
Preparatory
Academy)
Vote ! for CCEA
– Executive
Board Seat 1-A
and NSEA Board
Seat D

I welcome the opportunity
to contribute to the work of
CCEA Executive Board Seat 1-
A and NSEA Board Seat D in
a leadership position. I have
been a dedicated long-term
member of CCEA and have
been an active participant in
annual conferences over the
years. If elected, I would
bring to this position the
voice of the minority. I have
served as a leader of various
local, national and
international organization
and currently I am the
President of the Board of the
Asian Community Resource
Center (ACRC).  I have a
strong commitment to
nurturing collaborative
relationships and foster that
philosophy in my current
position and beyond.  If
elected as a Board member
for CCEA and NSEA I will use
my leadership experience and
expertise to initiate a 

2017
ELECTION

** ELECTED POSITIONS **

In accordance with CCEA Bylaws (Section 6 of Article IV and
Article V), if the number of candidates equals the number of
positions to be filled, the President shall declare such
candidates elected directly after nominations close.  The
nominations for the 2017 CCEA Elections closed at the
December 13, 2016 Association Representative (AR) Council
meeting.  The following positions were declared elected for a
2-year terms (2017-2019):

CCEA Executive Board Officer- Secretary
Marie Neisess

CCEA Executive Board - Treasurer
Robert Hollowood

CCEA Executive Board - Seat 3A
Monica Bryant

CCEA Executive Board - Seat 4A
Michael Thorsteinson
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CCEA Executive Board

Zone 2A (2-year term)

Gabriela
Steger

My name is
Gabriela Steger,
and I am a
candidate for
CCEA Executive
Board Zone 2A I
am running on
my record of

proven leadership in various
capacities , such as ELL
instructor for our PLC, EMAC,
and Scholarship committees.
The knowledge, skills and
experiences I have acquired
at the National, State and
Local Levels these past 12
years have prepared me to
help in my commitment to
fight for the professional and
economic interests of our
members. Public Education is
under attack! Advocacy,
collective action and
dedicated leadership build
strong local and state
associations. Empowering
members to be the voice of
education is key to our
survival I appreciate your
support and ask for your
vote in my election for CCEA
Executive Board Zone 2A.
Thank you.

CCEA Executive Board

Zone 2A (2-year term)

Paul 
Kleemann

My name is Paul
Kleemann. I
hope I can
count on your
support to
reelect me to
serve in seat 2A
on the

Executive Board.

I believe that we need to be
the leading voice in
education. I support the
efforts of our association to
make professional educators
a part of local policy and
state lawmaking. If
reelected, I will support
active membership through
AR participation and
interaction with School
Organizational Teams. I will
be a part of CCEA engaging
active membership and
developing systems to
distribute information, so
members can become
knowledgeable and
participate at their worksite
and in our union. 

I personally promise, to each
of the members in my zone,
if you contact me I will
respond to answer questions
or address concerns. I want
to be there to help facilitate
discussions and ultimately
make sure that we grow a
stronger CCEA.

CCEA Executive Board

Zone 2A (2-year term)

Harrison 
White

Harrison White
Executive
Board Seat 2A

I am running
for CCEA
Executive

Board seat 2A, a zone I have
worked in since I began in
this district. I have
previously been elected to
Delegate Assembly and I have
been an Association Building
Representative.  I am newer
to this district and am
excited to become more
involved. 
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CCEA Executive Board

Zone 5A (2-year term)

Chet 
Miller

Advocacy and
Action.  Two
concepts that
describe my idea
of unionism and
why I am
running for the
Zone 5 Executive

Board position. Over the 13
years here in Clark County, I
have served CCEA as a
teacher leader and later as
union representative staff.
As both, I have fought
tirelessly for improving the
lives of teachers and
continue to make this a
priority in my goals for CCEA.
As a teacher, I have seen the
changes imposed upon us
from reformers with political
motives and a district more
than willing to put more and
more pressure upon us to
perform.  I have had
numerous conversations with
fellow members about the
district’s continued increase
workload and impedance on
personal time.  As a member,
I have shared your
frustration regarding
communication and
transparency and where we
are heading as a union.   If
you feel as I do, vote for
Chet Miller.

CEA Executive Board

Zone 5A (2-year term)

Karl
Byrd

            
At a time when
educators are
fighting for
more pay and
better working
conditions, you
need someone

on your side that has
experience.  I’m Karl Byrd
and I want to be your choice
for CCEA’s Executive Board,
Zone 5, Seat A.  I have been
an active member of CCEA
for 21 years.  As an
Organizing Intern, Area
Representative, Legislative
Action Team member, and
New Hire recruiter, I have
the experience needed to do
the job.  I believe CCEA must
continue to promote
improved working
conditions, protect our
rights, and inform licensed
personnel on issues that are
important to us.  We must
continue to be the premier
voice on education policy
and reform. I also believe
that CCEA must continue to
be a member driven force
based on democratic
principles of fairness and
transparency. I humbly ask
for your vote so I can
continue to work for licensed
professionals across CCSD.

NSEA Board of Directors

Seat B (3-year term)

Don 
Kimura

My name is Don
Kimura I am a
secondary
teacher.  My
background is in
special
education and
business

education. 
I have leadership experience
as a former executive board
member for CCEA.  I
currently hold a position on
the NEA Asian Pacific
Islander Caucus (APIC), as
the vice chair and serve on
the NEA Ethnic Minority
Affairs Committee (EMAC).
Collaborating with EMAC has
given me insight on how to
work with educators from
diverse backgrounds and
make an impact on
education.
We need to prove how
important public schools are.
I will work with educators to
lead the way so we can make
those changes that are
necessary for all students.
As professionals, we we have
the knowledge and skills to
drive those reforms that
cannot be ignored.
I am running for the Nevada
State Education Association
Executive Board, Seat B. I
humbly ask  you for your
vote.

NSEA Board of Directors

Seat B (3-year term)

James 
Frazee

In the year
that I have
been on the
NSEA board I
have been
proud to help
lead the state
forward. I have

found that being on both
the CCEA board and NSEA
board have been an
advantage in representing
Clark County.  I have a
deeper understanding of the
problems facing us as we
head into this next
legislative session. 

My goals for the future are:

-Eliminate the 40% test
score from teacher
evaluations.
-Kill the achievement school
zone that turns public
schools into for profit
charter schools.
-Insure teacher protection
and administrator
accountability measures in
new AB 394 legislation.
-Stop crippling changes to
PERS and collective
bargaining rights. 

I have a clear understanding
of who I represent. YOU! I
do not represent the State. I
represent the members of
CCEA at the state level.  My
responsibility is to you. I
humbly ask for your support
for NSEA seat B. 
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NSEA Board of Directors

Seat D (3-year term)

Ryan 
Armitage

I have been
teaching since
1998. I have
always been a
union member
and am
committed to
protecting and

improving our profession. I
represent my school as the
Association Representative
and have recently been
elected a member of our
school’s organization team.
I represent CCEA on the
NSEA Government Relations
Committee. I have also been
part of the state Delegate
Assembly for two years and
one year as part of the NEA
Representative Assembly. 
I am someone who listens to
the needs of all members,
and I will represent CCEA’s
best interests in our state. I
want to ensure that we are
getting our fair share. I
know that I can be an asset
as I advocate for everyone.
Vote for me, and I will be
your voice on the NSEA
Board of Directors.

NSEA Board of Directors

Seat B (3-year term)

Gabriela
Steger

My name is
Gabriela Steger,
and I am a
candidate for
NSEA Board of
Director Seat B.
I am running
on my record of

proven leadership.
The knowledge, skills and
experiences I have acquired
at the National, State and
Local Levels these past 12
years have prepared me to
help in my commitment to
fight for the professional and
economic interests of our
members. Public Education is
under attack! Advocacy,
collective action and
dedicated leadership build
strong local and state
associations. Empowering
members to be the voice of
education is key to our
survival I appreciate your
support and ask for your
vote in my election for NSEA
Board of Director Seat B.
Thank you.

NSEA Board of Directors

Seat D (3-year term)

Dr. Michael
StaJuana

(from West
Preparatory
Academy )
Vote ! for CCEA –
Executive Board
Seat 1-A and
NSEA Board 
Seat D

I welcome the opportunity to
contribute to the work of
CCEA Executive Board Seat 1-
A and NSEA Board Seat D in a
leadership position. I have
been a dedicated long-term
member of CCEA and have
been an active participant in
annual conferences over the
years. If elected, I would
bring to this position the
voice of the minority. I have
served as a leader of various
local, national and
international organization and
currently I am the President
of the Board of the Asian
Community Resource Center
(ACRC).  I have a strong
commitment to nurturing
collaborative relationships
and foster that philosophy in
my current position and
beyond.  If elected as a Board
member for CCEA and NSEA I
will use my leadership
experience and expertise to
initiate a 

NSEA Board of Directors

Seat D (3-year term)

Robert
Cowles

My name is
Robert Cowles,
and I am asking
for your vote
for NSEA Board
Seat D. Since
starting in the
middle of the

2006-2007 school year, I
experienced the downward
spiral that impacted us all
during the Great Recession,
as well as the big step in the
right direction with the 2015
legislative session. There is
still more to accomplish,
both at the local level with
CCSD, and at the state level
with the upcoming
legislative session. 
As a member of the CCEA
Executive Board, I find
myself in a unique position
to represent our membership
on the NSEA board, while
also working to bridge the
divide between Southern
Nevada and the rest of the
state that has hampered our
collective efforts for too
long. 
I am asking for your support,
so that I can continue to
advocate for teachers,
support staff, and the
students we all serve.
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NSEA Board of Directors

Seat F (3-year term)

Victor 
Girnus

I view the union
as a social
justice
organization and
have always
admired working
people who stick
together to

advocate for their livelihoods
and their professions.  I’m
proud to be a part of our
union.  If elected to the
NSEA board, I will use my
voice to protect and
strengthen the teaching
profession.  I am a firm
believer in public education
and I will fight against the
continued efforts to privatize
education.  Collaboration
with community partners and
building bridges with
policymakers are imperative
to having our voices heard
on the local and national
stage.  NSEA and CCEA
should have a seat at the
table.  We should be
proactive, rather than
reactive, in crafting policy
and participating in
decision-making on the
district level, the state level,
and the national level.

NSEA Board of Directors

Seat F (3-year term)

Pam 
Avodoian 

Representing
CCEA in the
NSEA’s decision
making process
has been an
exciting
responsibility
and privilege.  I

take my position as an NSEA
Board of Director seriously,
and I am devoted to
protecting and shaping the
direction of public education
for all of our members and
students.  Access to a quality
work environment and public
education is essential for our
state.  It is the hope that
keeps many alive.
I have served our union with
pride and responsibly at the
local, state and national
level.  This opportunity has
allowed me to grow as an
individual and professional.
I seek re-election to continue
to serve our membership, to
lead to affect policy, to grow
in the knowledge of our
association and to keep the
flame alive for all of us.
Thank you for your vote and
past support of confidence.

Together in Politics

Committee

Elizabeth
Campbell

I'm Elizabeth
Campbell and
I'm running for
CCEA's TIP
Committee. I
believe the TIP
Committee
requires a person

who has given considerable
time and effort to study the
actions taken during the
legislative session. Many
candidates and elected
officials claim they are
education candidates.
Unfortunately, In Nevada
both Democrats and
Republicans have often
voted against teachers and
students. TIP is responsible
to ask the hard questions
about candidates'
educational philosophy and
voting history. No one
should get CCEA dues money
if they voted to devalue our
contract or siphon money
from public schools. It takes
a courageous person who is
not entrenched in party
politics to speak truth to
power and protect our dues
dollars. I am willing to take
the time and do the research
so that we know who the
real pro-education
candidates are. Please
support me, Elizabeth
Campbell, with your vote.

Together in Politics

Committee

Cassandra
Bell

I am asking for
your support in
re-electing me
to continue
serve on the
CCEA TIP
Coordinating
Council.  Even

though the wave changed
with our last state election,
it’s imperative we work with
both Democrats and
Republicans who are willing
to fight for our cause.  We
need to improve our per
pupil ratio for every student
in the state of Nevada.  It’s
imperative that we change
the weighted formula
funding for the 2017-2018
school year and this new
funding has to follow our
students into their
classrooms. We still need
professional learning
structures that will support
teachers using the rigorous
Nevada Academic Content
Standards commonly known
as COMMON CORE.  We also
still need competitive
salaries to retain and attract
new teachers to the state of
Nevada. Please re-elect me
Cassandra W. Bell to be a
member of CCEA TIP
Coordinating Council.
Willing and ready to serve
you well!
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